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strictest charge that his grave should be concealed, fearing lest Pergamius,
wlio was a very rich man in that country, should carry the body home
and cause a church to be built for it.

St Hilarion returned from this place to Aphroditon, and, retiring with
only two disciples into a neighbouring desert, exercised himself with more
earnestness than ever in abstinence and silence; saying, according to his
custom, that he then only began to serve Jesus Christ. It had not rained
in the country for three years, that is, ever since the death of St Antony,
when the people in deep affliction and misery addressed themselves to
St Hilarion, whom they looked upon as St Antony's successor, imploring
his compassion and prayers. The saint, sensibly affected with their distress,
lifted up his hands and eyes to heaven, and immediately obtained a plentiful
rain. Also many labourers and herdsmen who were stung by serpents and
venomous beasts were perfectly cured by anointing their wounds with oil
which he had blessed and given them. Though oil be the natural and
sovereign antidote against poison, these cures by his blessing were esteemed
miraculous. The saint, seeing the extraordinary honours which were paid
him in that place, departed privately towards Alexandria, in order to pro-
ceed to the desert of Oasis. It not being his custom to stop in great cities,
he turned from Alexandria into Brutium, a remote suburb of that city,
where several monks dwelt. He left this place the same evening, and
when these monks very importunately pressed his stay he told them that
it was necessary for their security that he should leave them. The sequel
showed that he had the spirit of prophecy; for that very night armed men
arrived there in pursuit of him, with an order to put him to death. When
Julian the Apostate ascended the throne, the pagans of Gaza obtained an
order from that prince to kill him, in revenge of the affront he had put
upon their god Marnas, and of the many conversions he had made; and
they had sent this party into Egypt to execute the sentence. The soldiers,
finding themselves disappointed at Brutium, said he well deserved the
character of a magician which he had at Gaza. The saint spent about a
year in the desert of Oasis, and, finding that he was too well known in that
country ever to lie concealed there, determined to seek shelter in some
remote island, and, going to Paretonium in Lybia, embarked there with
one companion for Sicily. He landed at Pachynus, a famous promontory
on the eastern side of the island, now called Capo di Passaro. Upon
landing he offered to pay for his passage and that of his companion with
a copy of the gospels which he had written in his youth with his own hand;
but the master, seeing their whole stock consisted in that manuscript and
the clothes on their backs, would not accept of it; he even esteemed him-
self indebted to this passenger, who by his prayers had delivered his son,
who was possessed by a devil, on board the vessel St Hilarion, fearing
lest he should be discovered by some oriental merchants if he settled near